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What are OA agreements?

Context: why OA 
agreements?

Sample agreement

Resources – where to find 
agreement info



OPEN ACCESS
AGREEMENTS

• Open access agreements cover Article 

Processing Charges (in full or partially) on 

behalf of authors

• Usually negotiated by the author's affiliated 

institution, or sometimes funders



TYPES OF
OA AGREEMENTS

Read & publish, publish & read, transitional, 
transformative agreement

Subscription fee + some publishing > aim to 
transition to publishing only, aim to increase 
open access output

Some agreements only cover certain article 
types!

Some agreements cover all publishing, others are 
limited to a quota (max number of articles per year)

Institutional membership 

Country waivers & discounts

Agreements between publishers and funders



LET’S GET 
POLLING!

DOES YOUR AFFILIATED 
INSTITUTION HAVE ANY OA 

AGREEMENTS WITH PUBLISHERS?



CONTEXT

Hybrid journals: APC revenue + subscription revenue

= double dipping

Early 'offsetting' agreements gave subscribing 
institutions vouchers/tokens to cover APCs for 
their authors to even it out

Now, more and more "read & publish” type 
agreements are signed

These agreements combine subscription & 
publishing spend in one agreement, or one fee

More people paying attention to "APCs in the 
wild"



TYPES OF
OPEN ACCESS

SOURCE: onderzoektips.ugent.be/en/tips/00000461/

Hybrid Open Access = Open Access Publishing in a hybrid journal, 

where open access and closed access articles co-exist. APC applies 
for open access articles – not always eligible for funding.. 

Gold Open Access = Open Access publishing in a Gold, or fully open 

access journals, which include only open access journals Some gold 

journals charge APCs, others do not. Usually eligible for funding.

Bronze: Articles are made free-to-read on the publisher website, 

without an explicit open license. This could be for a limited time 

only, for example a promotion, or during Covid. No APCs. 

Diamond/Platinum = Open Access publishing: Publish in open 

access and the fees are covered by other models such as volunteer 

work, donations, subsidies, and grants. No APCs.

Green Open Access = archiving: Publish in the journal of your 
choice, deposit a version of the publication (the final publisher 

version, or Version of Record, or the Author Accepted Manuscript 

(AAM) in a repository and make it publicly available in Open Access, 

sometimes after an embargo period set by the publisher. Generally, 

No APCs . Accepted as a compliant route by most funders, some 
require 0 embargo.



TRANSFORMATIVE 
AGREEMENTS

ESAC
REGISTRY

SOURCE: esac-initiative.org/about/transformative-agreements/agreement-registry/



EFFECTS OF OA AGREEMENTS
ON OA OUTPUT

SOURCE: esac-initiative.org/market-watch/



• The main contact, if more than one author work on article together

• The author who receives email updates about the article’s process during the peer review 
and production process

• The author who will receive the peer review decision on the article and production proofs 
to check

• The author who pays the APCs or might trigger a discount or waiver, or agreement 
recognition

CORRESPONDING AUTHOR



• Institutional email address

• Institutional affiliation to be selected from a drop-down
• RingGold, ROR, Grid, ISNI IDs

• For funder agreements, based on funder name (FundRef ID)

AUTHOR RECOGNITION



WILEY AND THE DANISH ROYAL LIBRARY

SAMPLE
AGREEMENT



Publisher: Wiley

Institutions: Danish universities & other research 

institutions

Time period: until 31 Dec 2025

Unlimited or with a cap: 1,110 - allocated on a first-come 

first-serve basis, thereafter 15% discount 

Journal type: hybrid only (1,360 journals)

Article type: Original research articles, review articles

License: CC-BY preference, exceptions allowed

AGREEMENT
CONDITIONS

SOURCE: esac-initiative.org/about/transformative-agreements/agreement-registry/wiley2022kb/



INSTRUCTIONS FOR AUTHORS 

SOURCE: pro.kb.dk/en/licensing/wiley-agreement-2022-25



INSTRUCTIONS 
FOR AUTHORS

• Check that your institution is included in the agreement

• Choose in the right institutional affiliation during the workflow

• Select the open access option at various stages of the process

SOURCE: authorservices.wiley.com/author-resources/Journal-Authors/open-access/affiliation-policies-
payments/rdl-agreement.html



INSTRUCTIONS 
FOR
AUTHORS

SOURCE: authorservices.wiley.com/author-resources/Journal-Authors/open-access/affiliation-policies-payments/rdl-agreement.html



Pre-submission: information on university or publisher websites or checker tools

During submission: depending on the publisher, within their submission system you should get an alert

HOW CAN I FIND OUT ABOUT DIFFERENT AGREEMENTS/
IF I AM ELIGIBLE TO PUBLISH UNDER AN AGREEMENT?



PRE-
SUBMISSION



JOURNAL CHECKER TOOL
IF YOU ALSO HAVE A FUNDER

SOURCE: journalcheckertool.org/



SPRINGER NATURE
AGREEMENT INFO

SOURCE: https://www.springernature.com/gp/open-research/institutional-agreements



“There is an agreement in place between your institution and ACS 

to cover open access publication charges for a set number of 

articles this year. If your institution has already reached this limit, 

you may need to find an alternative source of payment for any 

applicable open access fees. Please contact your institution’s OA 

administrator to confirm if your article fee will be covered.”

AMERICAN 
CHEMICAL SOCIETY
JOURNAL FINDER

SOURCE: acs.chronoshub.io/



CAMBRIDGE 
UNIVERSITY PRESS 
OA WAIVER & 
DISCOUNT CHECKER 
TOOL

SOURCE: https://www.cambridge.org/core/services/open-access-policies/waivers-discounts



UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LONDON

SOURCE: https://www.ucl.ac.uk/library/open-science-research-support/open-access/transformative-publisher-agreements



MAX PLANCK 
DIGITAL 
LIBRARY

SOURCE: oapublishing.mpdl.mpg.de/journals/



UNIVERSITY OF 
LAUSANNE

SOURCE: www.unil.chronoshub.io

“Article Processing Charges for publishing an open access article in 

this journal by a corresponding author from University of Lausanne 

may be covered by an agreement between the publisher and this 

institution. Detailed information is available from the institutional 

library.”



DURING 
SUBMISSION



Workflow depends from publisher to publisher – check 
instructions before you submit

SOURCE: https://www.ucl.ac.uk/library/open-science-research-support/open-access/transformative-publisher-agreements



AUTOMATIC
RECOGNITION

SOURCE: oapublishing.mpdl.mpg.de/journals/



MISSED 
OPEN 

ACCESS



REASONS FOR 
MISSED OPEN 
ACCESS

Author wasn't aware of the OA agreement 
eligibility and didn't follow the instructions

Publisher's workflow didn't recognize the 
author – affiliation not picked up

Not the right article type

Author didn't choose the OA option (on purpose 
or by default)

Journal is no longer published by this publisher 
or included in the agreement (discrepancies 
between title lists)



QUESTION
Frequently asked question from 
ChronosHub Customer Support

I spoke to my university library 
about adding my article to an OA 
agreement. The quota for this year 
is full. What can I do?

”
“



QUESTION
Frequently asked question from 
ChronosHub Customer Support

My funder has rejected funding for 
my article. Can the OA fee be 
covered by a read and 
publish agreement?

”
“



QUESTION
Frequently asked question from 
ChronosHub Customer Support

Should I request my funder pays 
for my article or should I go via the 
OA agreement route?

”
“
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